Barre Town Newsletter

Municipal News

A Full Ballot for May 11" Election

Barre Town's annual election will be held Tuesday,
May 11. This year there are 25 articles on the town
election ballot. Coinciding with the town election is a
special meeting of the Barre Town School District.

On election day, voters elect 5 town officials: 2
selectboard members, a moderator, a constable, and an
auditor. Fourteen agencies are seeking voter approved
donations. The list includes one new agency on the Barre
Town ballot. There are 5 articles asking if voters will
approve Town Charter amendments. The Barre Town
School Board received a petition about maintaining “the
present two-wave busing system”. The School Board
called for a special meeting (election) of the school district
so the petitioned article could appear on the ballot.

Also on the ballot are the General and Highway Fund
budgets. See the article on page 3 of this newsletter for
more information about registering to vote, early
(absentee) voting, voting hours, and where the ballot can
be read,

BUDGETS

In total, the proposed 2010-2011 General and Highway
Fund budgets equal $5,450,056 which is $62,355 or 1.15%
greater than the current budgets. Both proposed budgets
are balanced (revenues equal expenses). The municipal tax
rate would increase about 1/4¢ (one-quarter of a penny) to
properly fund the two spending plans. If the budgets are
approved as proposed, municipal taxes would increase:
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$2.50 per year on a property assessed at $100,000; $5.00
per year on a property assessed at $200,000; and $7.50 per
year on a property assessed at $300,000.

General Fund - The proposed General Fund budget is
$111,540 or 3.95% greater than the current budget. Non-
tax revenue is expected to increase $25,505 requiring a tax
revenue increase of $86,035. A 1.45¢ tax rate increase will
be needed for the General Fund budget.

Barre Town’s emergency medical service (EMS) per
capita fee is going up $129,645 which is more than the
total budget increase. Faced with the prospect of losing the
Berlin ambulance service contract, the Selectboard
submitted a per capita charge proposal that is lower than
the per capita rate for the entire service territory. The
proposal won the Berlin contract for another 3 years. The
Selectboard made the offer to Berlin because calls
originating in Berlin (hospital and nursing homes) account
for about 2/3 of all BTEMS calls for service. Without the
calls and resulting revenue from Berlin, Barre Town’s per
capita rate would rise to the $40-$45 range, even after
cutting staff in half. The move to retain the Berlin contract
assures Barre Town EMS can offer fulltime paramedic
service 24/7 for another three (3) years.

If the EMS per capita fee is going up more than the
total budget increase, the rest of the budget must be
decreasing? Yes, but one savings (in police wages) is more
than the $18,105 difference between the per capita rate and
the total budget increase. Last year, after the budget was
approved, Rock of Ages let it be known they would appeal
the total assessed value of its property. With the
possibility of a shortfall in tax revenue, the Selectboard
retrenched a vacant police officer position. This year,
building a budget with 7 fulltime officers instead of 8
produced a savings of $30,645 in police wages.

After the EMS per capita fee and retrenched police
officer position are removed, the remaining General Fund
accounts are rising $12,540 or 4%. There are many
changes in these remaining accounts, but public service
will change very little. One issue of this newsletter was cut
to save $1,675. There are very few personnel changes.
The police officer position was already mentioned. A part-
time office helper position in the Town Manager’s office
was cut to save $1,986.

(Continued on page 3)
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Lawn Sales

Lawn, porch, and garage sale
season will start in May. Like spring
flowers, signs advertising sales will pop
up along roads and streets, and there
will be an ever-changing crop of signs until the leaves fall.

Residents having a sale should consider the impact of
their sale on motorists and on roadside aesthetics. Plan for
parking and traffic. If possible, park customers’ cars off of
the road. If roadside parking is necessary, direct customers
to the safest spots where the car is mostly off the road and
can be seen at a safe distance by oncoming drivers. (Don’t
park in a blind spot on the road!) Roadside signs on either
side of the sale would give motorists advance warning of
cars parked on the road and of sudden stops or slow-downs
(windshield shoppers).

Directional and advertising signs logically are placed at
intersections. It can’t be helped, but signs can and should
be placed where they do not block drivers’ line-of-sight.
Check your signs by driving through the intersection and
noticing if the signs obstruct the view. Finally, remove
signs within 24 hours of the sale closing.

Lawn sales can be profitable and fun, but shouldn’t be
at the expense and injury of others. Be responsible. "
- Carl Rogers, Town Manager

Picnic Shelter Reservations

The picnic shelter at Barre Town’s recreation complex
is available for group functions. It’s a popular venue for
family reunions, corporate cookouts, and
FAR other assorted gatherings. To reserve the
"? shelter, contact Recreation Maintenance
x Supervisor Don Gainey at 476-6174 for
availability. The minimum reservation fee
is $50 per group less than 50 people; a $1 per person
charge is assessed for groups over 50.

Book your event today! L]
- Kelly Murphy, Management Intern

Fireworks Permits - What you
should know

Most all towns require a fireworks permit of some kind.
Fireworks are legal once you have a permit. You can pick
up permit applications at the Barre Town Clerk’s Office.
The cost is $15.00.

The next thing to do is get approval from the
Selectboard. They meet every other week in the summer,
so don’t wait until the last day. Get it done early and you
won’t be disappointed.

April 2010

There are 3 kinds of fireworks. A-rated must have a
license. B-rated are what you see at big events and you
should have help or someone who is experienced. C-rated
are what most people use.

Remember people get hurt and even killed every year
... 50 be safe. Also, call the Town Fire Warden if it’s been
really dry. =

- Steve Blondin, DPW Superintendent

Message from the Fire
Warden

Hello, and welcome to another burn season. We want
to remind everyone that you need to obtain a burn permit
before starting any bonfires. Burn only natural wood, not
painted, stained, or plywood that has glue products in it.
Paper products and cardboard are considered trash. Trash
burning is an offense dealt with by the Police Department.
Burn barrels are not legal in Vermont and shall not be used
for any reason to burn in.

Please give as much notice as possible. If you call and
want to burn NOW, it might not happen that fast. We have
the right to come and inspect burn sites. Last year, Brent
Putney (deputy fire warden) and I did visit a few of you.

"‘We-will this year-as-weil, tokeep things in check-with-the |

burning laws. For any questions about what you can and
cannot burn, visit www.barretown .org, click Barre Town
Fire Dept., and you will see the Fire Warden box. Click on
it to see updated information. Or call us at 498-8694,
leave a message, and we will call you back as soon as
possible.

If Brent or I do come see you, remember we are just
doing our job for you and your town, so please help us with
the information we ask for. If you are burning without a
permit and there is a complaint or we happen to stop by,
there is a chance we will ask you to put it out. It will go in
the records as an un-permitted burn and that willbe a
warning. A burn ban can be placed on the property for one
year.

Again, please call us at 498-8694 and wait to hear back
from Brent or me so a permit can be issued to you. Thank
you for your support, patience, and cooperation. Have a
safe, fun, and careful burn season. "

- Christopher Day, Barre Town Fire Warden

OPERATION HOLIDAY HOMECOMING
Thanks to the generosity of Barre Town residents,
the Town Clerk's Office collected $200 in support of
Operation Holiday Homecoming. Your support
provided an opportunity for our deployed soldiers to

spend the holiday season with their family.







