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The shaded area depicts the proposed Town Forest.

Last November, during the statewide General Election

Town voters decided by a vote of 1,910 - 1,086 to
authorize the Town to borrow up to $100,000 to partially
fund the Town Forest purchase. A petition for
reconsideration was circulated but didn’t get signatures
from the required 10% of registered voters: hence
acquisition work is underway.
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The Trust for Public Land’s mission is, “‘to conserve
land for people to enjoy as parks, gardens, and other
natural places, ensuring livable communities for
generations to come”. The Trust will apply for grant
money to acquire 11 lots totaling about 382 acres which
will be deeded to the Town of Barre.

The Trust has selected three funding sources: the
Vermont Housing & Conservation Board (VHCB); the new
U.S. government’s Community Forest & Open Space
Program; and the Open Space Institute (OSI), a private
foundation. The VHCB application will be submitted this
Spring; a decision is expected in May. The U S.
Community Forest & Open Space application and the OSI
application will be submitted in the Fall of 2011. The
Trust plans to apply for a total of $1.1 million in grant
funding.

In support of these grant applications and in
anticipation of grant funding, the Trust for Public Land and
Selectboard have initiated action on several details. The
Trust has been and continues working on the property
appraisals. Representatives from VHCB and OSI have
visited the property, led by the Trust’s staff; and the Trust
has met with VHCB and the Vermont Land Trust to
discuss conservation easements. As preparation for those
discussions, the Selectboard held a public input meeting on
January 18. The Selectboard was hoping to hear citizens’
requests or ideas for allowed uses in the Town Forest.

The OSI and the Community Forest & Open Space
Program will require a forest management plan. The plan
must address certain topics and must be developed with a
consulting forester. The Selectboard can decide what
process is used for drafting the plan, which must be
completed by next Fall. The Selectboard may decide to
appoint a committee to work on the plan with the forester
and maybe with the Trust. Work on the forest management
plan should start in March. Watch and listen for
announcements asking for committee members.

Property acquisition is at least one year away. Barre
Town owns two lots that abut Littlejohn Road. These lots
(26 acres) would be added to the Town Forest.

Links to more information is available in the
Announcement section on the town homepage
(www .barretown.org). u
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TAXES DUE!

Property taxes and sewer use charges are due b

Tuesday, February 15. A drop box to the left of the |

front door of the Municipal Building is available for |

your after-business-hours convenience. On the 15",

the box contents will be removed at midnight. After
that time, a payment is considered late and a 5%

late charge will be assessed.

Egg Hunt For Kids

The Barre City and Barre Town
Recreation Departments are pleased to
announce the 24™ Annual Egg Hunt on
April 23, You’ll want to mark your
calendars and set your alarm for one
of the most popular special events the Barre area has to
offer! Thousands of delicious chocolate eggs, along with
special plastic eggs and other goodies, will be hidden and
waiting for eager youngsters to gather up and fill their
baskets. Our invitation has been accepted; the bunny has
us on his list and will be at the hunt to meet everyone.

Rain or shine the event will be held so it is important
to dress for the weather. Participants will also need a

to consider bringing your camera as the bunny loves to be
in pictures with all the youngsters!

Parking is available at the Barre City Elementary &
Middle School, and the hunt is a short walk down the hill
to the park. The event is very popular, and we encourage
carpooling. It is also advised (for safety reasons) that you
leave pets at home.

There is no fee for this event; instead we are asking all
participants to bring a non-perishable food item(s) that will
be placed in collection barrels just outside the hunt area.
The food will be donated to the Vermont Food Bank and
distributed to those in need right here in our communities.

- Barre City Recreation Department

WILSON RECYCLING CENTER

The recycling center in the Wilson Industrial Park is
operated by Earth Waste Systems, in Rutland, and is open
on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to
.) 3:30 p.m. In addition to trash and
recyclables, numerous other items such as
& carpeting, mattresses, computers, televisions,
metal, appliances, and tires are accepted for
an extra fee. Call Earth Waste Systems (not the Town
Offices) at 802-775-7722 for more information.
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HS-131 Homestead Declarations

The State of Vermont has changed the requirements
for filing a homestead declaration. The form is now known
as HS-131. More importantly, the declaration filed in
calendar year 2010 will remain on record until that
declaration is withdrawn because the property is sold or
there is a change in use of the homestead property. If a
homestead was not declared in 2010, the property owner
may use form HS-131 to declare a homestead to the State
of Vermont.

A homestead is described as a principal dwelling and
the parcel of land surrounding the dwelling that is owned
and occupied by a Vermont resident as their domicile as of
4/1/11. Property is not classified as a homestead when the
property is used for commercial purposes; or used as a
second home, camp, vacation or summer cottage; or used
for purposes other than a homestead on April | or not
declared as a homestead by the due date. A property may
be classified as both Homestead and Non-Residential if a
portion of the property is used for business or rental.

When a residential property is sold, the seller must file
a withdrawal form, and the buyer should complete and file
a homestead declaration at the time of closing or within 30
days of the property transfer to avoid penalty. The buyer
must complete the HS-131 form with the Vermont

Department of Taxes if the buyer expects to be a Vermont
resident on April 1 and owns and occupies the property on
April 1 as their principal home.

NOTE: The claim for a property tax adjustment still
must be filed each year using Form HS-145. September 1,
2011 is the last day to file a Property Tax Adjustment
Claim or Renter Rebate or a homestead declaration, if
applicable.

Visit the Vermont Department of Taxes website at
www.tax.vermont.gov to: check the status of your tax
filings and refunds, file your property tax adjustment claim,
homestead declaration (HS-131), file your homestead
withdrawal forms. To talk with a Tax Department
representative, call 828-2865 M-F, 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

- Assessor’s Olffice

STREETLIGHT PROBLEM?

Is the streetlight in your e
neighborhood off, flickering, too
dim, or on all day? Reportitto

the Town Manager's Office
(479-9331). Please provide the
location, pole number, type of

pole, and describe the problem.
Green Mountain Power will be
advised of the problem immediately.

P
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2011-2012 Budgets

Last year the Selectboard went on the record and
stated the 2010 Budget Committee would set the General
Fund and Highway Fund budgets presented for voter
approval. A Town Charter amendment to that effect was
approved by voters last May. Although that Charter
amendment is not completed until passed by the
Legislature and signed by the Governor, the Selectboard
intends to follow that process this year.

Residents may observe the Budget Committee review
and discussion by attending the weekly meetings. The
meetings are held from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays
in the town office building. A copy of the proposed
budgets are available for inspection M-F, 8:00 a.m.-4:30
p.m. in the Town Manager’s Office.

This year’s Budget Committee members are: Paul
Malone and Rolland Tessier (appointed by the
Selectboard); Brian Bailey (appointed by the Town Clerk);
and Greg Donahue and Tom White (appointed by the first
three appointees).

Budget meetings started on January 25. The topic(s)
for each budget session is listed on the Selectboard’s
meeting agenda which can be read at www .barretown.org/
pages/boards/select.html. Budget review and deliberative
work will end no later than March 29.

See the Budget Tour article on page 4 for another
opportunity to learn about the Town’'s budgets.

Travis Mercy Memorial Skate Park
Fundraiser

The Barre Town Thunder
Chickens Snowmobile Club has
worked with the Mercy family
hosting an event to benefit the
Travis Mercy Memorial Skate Park
at the Barre Town recreation area.
This year we are proud to be hosting it for the 10® year.
To date, we have raised over $15,000 and donated it to the
Town for use at the park.

With these funds we have been able to assist in
building a half-pipe, providing a water fountain, and in the
general upkeep at the skate park such as painting and
resurfacing.

This year’s event will continue to be a snowmobile
poker run, followed by a chicken/pasta meal and a silent
auction at Suzanna’s Restaurant. All proceeds will be
donated to the Town of Barre towards upkeep at the park
or how they see fit to allocate the donation. Travis’s
grandmother has continued her involvement in this event
and made another quilt that we will be raffling off. Pictures

of the quilt can be seen on our website
www.BarreTownThunderChickens.com. The event is
scheduled for Saturday, February 19. The poker run starts

at 8:30 a.m. at the Great Energy Store in South Barre.
Lunch will be served at about noon.

As we move forward with planning for this event, we
are reaching out to area businesses that would be interested
in supporting our fundraiser by means of a donation toward
our silent auction. The skate park is a non-profit
organization, and any donations are tax deductible.

We thank you in advance for considering our event
and appreciate any donation your business may be able to
assist with. Please feel free to contact me or any other club
officer to coordinate picking up any donations:
info@barretownthunderchickens.com.

- David Rouleau, President, Barre Town Thunder Chickens

Selling Your Property?

Title 32, Section 3651 of Vermont
Statutes, states “Taxable real estate
shall be set in the [Grand] list to the
last owner or possessor thereof on
April 1 in each year in the town,
village, school or fire district where
it is situated” (underscore added). If you are selling your
property and close the deal after April 1, your name will be
on the tax bill issued in mid-July and could appear on the
delinquent tax list.

The assessor’s office and town clerk’s office do their
best to mail the bill to the new owner. If you sell a
property after April 1 and receive the tax bill for it, be sure
to forward it to the buyer. If you do not have the buyer’s
address, contact the town assessor’s office.

Unpaid taxes are a lien on the property; therefore,
collection efforts will be directed to the new owner. If a
tax sale is necessary to collect the unpaid taxes, the new
owner would lose the property. Although there are no
direct financial implications for the seller, he/she has their
name associated with a delinquent tax account. The list the
public reads the most is printed in the Town Report. The
town elected auditors try to flag every delinquent tax
account that has a new owner.

Sellers can try protecting their name by requiring in
the purchase-sale agreement that at the closing the buyer
will pay all taxes which the seller is responsible for per 32
VSA 3651. It won't be necessary to require pre-payment of
taxes if the buyer is escrowing tax payments with the
mortgage holder. Sellers should realize requiring the new
OWREr o pre-pay taxes might exclude potential buyers who
don’t have the cash to pay possibly a full year’s worth of
taxes at the closing.

Sellers should discuss this detail with their real estate
broker, attorney, or other person handling the real estate

closing. Sellers should continue paying attention to the tax

matter, especially if they receive a tax bill or delinquent tax
collector notices.
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2011 Statewide Reapportionment

What is reapportionment? The State of Vermont,
every ten years, follows a process whereby all legislative
voting districts are reviewed and sometimes redefined by
the State Legislative Apportionment Board (LAB) using
the U.S. Census population results.

What is the reapportionment process? The 2010 U.S.
Census numbers are expected to be released in February
2011. Using these numbers, LAB will determine the
minimum-to-maximum number of residents per voting
district as well as propose changing some voting district
boundaries. These preliminary findings will be forwarded
to local municipalities where the Boards of Civil Authority
(BCA) will review, discuss, and if necessary recommend
changes. The BCA review process must be held in a
public meeting forum. Should the Board of Civil Authority
disagree with the LAB proposal for their community, a
written report with recommendations is submitted to the
LAB by their deadline. The LAB will then prepare a final
proposal which is sent to the General Assembly for
acceptance and enacted into law.

Other Information: The ideal population of a voting
district for the House of Representatives is determined by
dividing the total state population by the number of
representatives. For the Senate, the LAB apportions the 30
senatorial seats among the counties, or combination of
counties, in such a manner as to have equity in the number
of senators per population represented.

A single-member voting district allows for a smaller
population and only one elected representative within its
boundaries. The two-member voting district has a greater
population and allows for two elected representatives
within its boundaries. Barre Town is currently a two-
member at-large district which means there is only one
voting precinct/ward within our district, and we have two
representatives to the House.

Why do I need to know about this? Reapportionment
changes could result in a portion of Barre Town residents
being combined with residents from another municipality
to create a new voting district. Therefore, the BCA is
encouraging residents to attend their public
reapportionment meeting(s) to discuss topics such as
whether or not we should remain a two-member at-large
district or go to a single-member district; and what our
options are should we exceed the Legislative
Apportionment Board’s “ideal” population numbers.

Barre Town is fast approaching a population thresh(?ld
which would change the election landscape as we knowi it.
This year the BCA will have to ask a lot‘of tough questions
which must be answered within a short time.

To keep up-to-date on reapportionment and other
election information, be sure to read your newsletter, watch
the Selectboard meetings. contact Board members and staff
with opinions and concerns, as well as visiting the town
website (www.barretown.org).

- Donna Kelty, Town Clerk-Treasurer
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Town Meeting Information

Date:  Tuesday, March 1, 2011

What:  Annual B.T. Middle & Elem. School and SUHS
budgets and election of officers

Where: Barre Town Elem. School gymnasium

Hours: Polling hours are 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Early voter ballots will be available February 11! To
request a ballot, call the Town Clerk’s Office (479-9391)
or email your request to dkelty@barretown.org.

Deadline to register to vote is Wed., February 23.
Deadline for School Board petitions is Mon., Jan. 31. To
review the Australian ballots, visit the town web site at
www.barretown.org.

Citizen Budget Tour

Are you a life-long learner? Do you pride yourself in
knowing about matters that affect your daily life? If you
are a life-long learner or pride yourself in understanding
systems that affect your life, then take the Citizen’s Budget
Tour on Saturday, February 19. ' —

For more than 20 years the Budget Committee and
Selectboard have toured Town facilities while they are
reviewing budgets. The tour gives committee members
context for the department budget requests. The time spent
with department heads and visiting buildings is very
enlightening. If you are a curious resident, you will find
the tour is very informative.

The tour will be on Saturday, February 19. The
starting point is the Municipal Building at 8:00 a.m. Arrive
a little early and have a coffee or tea while talking with
Selectboard members and/or Budget Committee members.
Children are welcome if accompanied by an adult.
Transportation (via school bus) is provided. The tour
returns to the Municipal Building around noon.

NEXT NEWSLETTER _
The next Barre Town Newsletter is
scheduled for publication in







